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Prior to joining the University of Miami School of Law faculty, Susan Bandes was 

Distinguished Research Professor at DePaul University College of Law, where she taught from 

1984 to 2011. Prior to joining the DePaul faculty, she was staff counsel at the Illinois ACLU, 

where she litigated a broad spectrum of civil rights cases and also co-drafted and helped secure 

passage of the Illinois Freedom of Information Act. She began her career at the Illinois Office of 

the State Appellate Defender. Her scholarship focuses on government accountability, with a 

more recent focus on the role of emotion in law. Her interdisciplinary anthology on law and 

emotion, The Passions of Law, was published by NYU Press in 2000. Her articles appear in, 

among others, the Yale, Stanford, University of Chicago, Michigan, Minnesota, Southern 

California and Michigan law reviews, as well as peer reviewed journals such as Law and 

Contemporary Problems, Law and Society Review and Law and Social Inquiry. 

 

Professor Bandes is active in the Law and Society Association, the American 

Constitution Society and the AALS Sections on Federal Courts and Criminal Justice and is a 

research fellow at the Gruter Institute for Law and Behavioral Research. Her recent pro bono 

work includes serving on the advisory board for the Chicago Council of Lawyers/Appleseed 

Fund for Justice, which produced the study A Report on Chicago's Felony Courts, and acting as 

co-reporter for the Constitution Project's bipartisan report Mandatory Justice: Eighteen Reforms 

to the Death Penalty. She has been a visiting professor at the University of Chicago Law School 

and Northwestern Law School and a visiting scholar at the U.C. Berkeley Center for the Study of 

Law and Society. At Miami Law she teaches criminal law and procedure, federal jurisdiction, 

and seminars on law and emotion, law and literature, and the death penalty. 

 


